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2013 Yates Mill Associates Highlights 
 
Happy birthday to us! Yates Mill Associates marks the 25th anniversary of its incorporation 
on July 11, 2014. Our success through the years would not have been possible without the 

dedication, passion and support of you, our members. THANK YOU. 
 
The forebay is almost finished! We’re delighted that our biggest repair project to date is nearing 
its end. Replacement of the forebay, or flume – the box that channels water from Yates Mill Pond 
over the waterwheel – is the first major repair to the mill’s working parts since Yates Mill was 
restored. As of last week, miller William Robbins and assistant Donnie Evans had finished installing 
the flume walls and the water-tight seal, and had rebuilt the head gate (the opening on the pond 
side). Work on the control gate and spout is next and, we hope, will be finished this week. While the 
water level remains low to allow safe space for this work, county workers will repair stonework on 
the dam and nearby areas. If all goes according to plan, we hope to reopen Yates Mill in June. 
 
Thousands enjoy mill tours. We imagine we’re not the only ones who can’t wait for mill tours to 
resume! More than 109,000 people visited Historic Yates Mill County Park last year. During the 
2012-2013 fiscal year, 4,411 people took tours, netting almost $17,000 in revenue for Yates Mill 
Associates. 
 
Another Chickin Pickin’ brings out ‘cue-lovers. Our busy schedule of events this year was 
highlighted by our third annual fundraising barbecue. The event in April raised well over $3,000. 
Thanks go once again to pitmaster Jim Kellenberger, event coordinator Arlene Lord, dessert prep 
team Mary Lu and Robbie Wooten, cornbread caterer Craig Mitchell, the staff of Historic Yates Mill 
County Park and all those who volunteered to dish up and clean up. Thanks also to Jamie and Lynda 
Dawson of Kickin Grass for dropping by and playing a few tunes! 
 
Building a business. The YMA board continues to work on improving business practices to make 
sure your gifts are used prudently and efficiently. Last June, we held a planning retreat to set 
priorities and parcel out tasks for the coming couple of years. Later in the summer, we modernized 
our donor records by moving them to an online, nonprofit-specific system called DonorPerfect. 
This program includes an online donation portal that allows YMA supporters to make gifts easily 
and securely through our website. Donors can also set up automatic monthly gifts that help them 
and us manage our respective budgets more easily. Try it yourself by visiting www.yatesmill.org/join.  
 
Remembering Yates Mill’s past. Be sure to take a peek in the Finley Center auditorium to see 
restored murals that show scenes from the orchard that once was part of the Yates Mill landscape. 
The restoration was generously financed by our longtime supporters Alton Howard and Bobby 
Brown, with support from Wake County, and organized by park program manager Rebeccah Cope. 
 
Honoring a friend of Yates Mill, lost to us too soon. Many neighbors and friends of Yates Mill 
were saddened by the untimely passing this fall of Ross Andrews, an environmental educator and 
lifelong friend of Yates Mill. We are honored to announce that Ross’s father, Lester Andrews, has 
donated $60,000 to Yates Mill Associates to name the Finley Center’s park classroom in his son’s 
memory. We are deeply touched to be included in this tribute to a beloved teacher and fellow 
celebrant of Yates Mill’s natural and historic beauty, and pledge to continue his work to protect 
Yates Mill and its environs for the education and enjoyment of future generations. 



AGENDA 

 
YATES MILL ASSOCIATES ANNUAL 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Historic Yates Mill County Park 

May 7, 2014 
 

 
Welcome 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Head Miller’s Report 
 
President’s Report: 
     25 Years of Yates Mill Associates 
 
Guest Speaker: 
 Successes and Challenges in 
Public/Private Partnerships within 
State Historic Sites and Properties 
 
Nominations Committee Report, 
including vote on proposed bylaws 
change 
 
Election of New Directors and 
Recognition of Outgoing Directors 
 
Presentation of Henry Marshall Award 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
New Business (including raffle) 
 
Adjourn* 

Larry Hancock, Chairman 
 
Gary Coates, Secretary 
 
Sheila Hunter-Wooten, Treasurer 
 
William Robbins 
 
Margaret Lillard, President, and 
John Vandenbergh, Past-President 
 
Dale Coats, Deputy Director 
North Carolina Historic Sites 
Introduced by Nick Fountain, 
Board of Directors 
 
John Vandenbergh and  
Margaret Lillard 
 
 
Larry Hancock 
 
 
Margaret Lillard and Mae Marshall 
 
Larry Hancock 
 
Larry Hancock 

  
*The YMA Board of Directors will meet briefly in the HYMCP Resource Room to elect officers. 

  



Henry Marshall Award 
 
Since 1995, Yates Mill Associates has presented the Henry Marshall Award to an individual who has 
provided outstanding contributions to the restoration, promotion and demonstration of historic 
Yates Mill. This award is named in honor and memory of Henry Marshall. Henry was a dedicated 
and tireless volunteer whose individual efforts for many years, while serving as the N.C. State 
University Farm Superintendent, saved the decaying mill from an early demise. In his retirement, 
Henry continued his commitment to the restoration of Yates Mill by spending countless volunteer 
hours working at the mill. It is in his honor that the following individuals have been recognized as 
recipients of the Henry Marshall Award. 

 
1995 Henry Marshall 

 
1996 George Lewis 
 
1997 William Robbins 
 
1998 Not awarded 
 
1999 Ann Caldwell 
 
2000 Steve Bambara 
 
2001 Fairley Bell Cook 
 
2002 Elizabeth White Perry 
 
2003 Linda Rudd 
 
2004 Carolyn Solomon 

2005 Mabel Dorsey 
 
2006 J.D. “Dick” Thompson 
 
2007 J.D. Davis 
 
2008 Jeanne Robbins 
 
2009 John Vandenbergh 
 
2010 Gary Coates 
 
2011 Howard Harrell 
 
2012 George Lennon 
 
2013 Jenny Haase 

 

 
Directors, Class of 2014 

 
For their service and leadership, we thank these members of the Yates Mill Associates Board of 
Directors whose terms expire at this meeting. 
 

Bobby Brown 
Larry Hancock 
Hugh Liner 
Craig Mitchell 
Dan Solomon 

 


