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2015 Yates Mill Associates Highlights 
 

 
Our beloved Yates Mill reopened after significant repairs last year. Yates Mill Associates 

likewise has undergone changes and improvements that we hope will help the organization 
thrive and expand in our community for years to come. Our successes would not be possible 

without the dedication, passion and support of you, our members. THANK YOU. 
 
 
Our first major repair successfully completed. Yates Mill Associates finished its biggest repair project to 
date in May 2014: replacement of the forebay. The work on this "box" that channels water from the pond 
over the waterwheel was the first major repair to Yates Mill's working parts since the mill was restored. After 
delays due to uncooperative weather and challenges associated with drawing down the pond to safe levels, the 
work was completed in May and the mill opened for tours in June. 
 
Streamlining YMA's structure. Like Yates Mill itself, the organization of Yates Mill Associates can use a 
little maintenance from time to time. In May 2014, YMA members approved significant changes to the 
bylaws in order to streamline our operations. The changes reduced the number of directors slightly, allowing 
YMA leadership to make sure everyone on the working board can take on a direct, meaningful role in our 
activities. Members also approved creation of an advisory council, opening new avenue for community 
leaders and mill-lovers to share their expertise and support. 
 
Foul weather no match for a fowl feast. Rainy skies couldn't dampen our enthusiasm for bluegrass and 
barbecue at the fourth annual Chickin Pickin'. The guests appeared just as steadily as the raindrops fell, eager 
for a taste of pitmaster Jim Kellenberger's delicious pork and chicken barbecue dinners. We thank Jim, event 
organizer Arlene Lord, William Robbins and his Last-Minute Musicians, Art White and the cornbread-making 
crew at N.C. State University's Yates Mill Bakery, dessert-makers Mary Lu and Robbie Wooten, the ever-
helpful staff of Historic Yates Mill County Park, and all our volunteers for brightening up a cloudy day. 
 
A toast to Yates Mill! Stone-ground cornmeal makes delicious cornbread, but did you know it also makes 
tasty brews? Two Raleigh breweries proved it, using our cornmeal in very different styles of craft beer. 
Trophy Brewing featured a cornmeal-based cream ale in their late-spring and summer lineup. Big Boss 
Brewing Co. made Yates Mill Associates the star of a special event featuring unusual barrel-aged beers. Head 
brewer Brad Wynn used our cornmeal in Saints and Sinners, a Flanders-inspired sour ale aged for six months 
in oak foeders (giant wooden barrels – but you knew that). Several YMA representatives were invited to 
attend the event, sell merchandise and tell guests about Yates Mill and the park. 
 
A visit from Saint Nicholas. The jolly old elf himself made a special stop at Yates Mill to pose for pictures 
with good girls and boys, as well as with some reasonably well-behaved adults. Stan and Alice Gilliland of 
Photo Miracles and park program manager Rebeccah Cope organized the day of pictures with Santa Claus 
inside the mill to benefit Yates Mill Associates. Guests were able to order photos on-site after posing, while 
YMA volunteers and park staff kept things festive with craft activities and sales. 
 
Farewell, beloved friends. Yates Mill lost two dear friends in the past year with the passing of Mary Lea 
Simpkins and J.D. "Dick" Thompson. Mrs. Simpkins grew up in the shadow of Yates Mill as the daughter of 
its last commercial miller, John Daniel Lea. Dick Thompson spent nearly a lifetime near the mill as well, 
visiting for the first time as a college student and spending many hours supporting Yates Mill's protection and 
restoration right up to his passing last June at the age of 97. We miss them both, we thank them for their 
inspiration, and we pledge to continue our work in their honor. 



AGENDA 

 
YATES MILL ASSOCIATES ANNUAL 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Historic Yates Mill County Park 

May 6, 2015 
 

 
 
 
Welcome 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Head Miller’s Report 
 
President’s Report 
 
Guest Speaker: 
 Let the Records Speak: Historic 
Humor in Unexpected Places 
 
Nominations Committee Report 
 
Election of New Directors and 
Recognition of Outgoing Directors 
 
Presentation of Henry Marshall Award 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
New Business (including raffle) 
 

 
 
Margaret Lillard, President 
 
Larry Hancock, Secretary 
 
Sheila Hunter-Wooten, Treasurer 
 
William Robbins 
 
Margaret Lillard 
 
Chris Meekins, 
Imaging Unit Head and Archivist, 
State Archives of North Carolina  
 
John Vandenbergh 
 
John Vandenbergh and Margaret 
Lillard 
 
Margaret Lillard and Mae Marshall 
 
Margaret Lillard 
 
Margaret Lillard 
 

Adjourn* 
 
 
 

*The YMA Board of Directors will meet briefly in the HYMCP Resource Room to elect officers. 
  



Henry Marshall Award 
 
Since 1995, Yates Mill Associates has presented the Henry Marshall Award to an individual who has 
provided outstanding contributions to the restoration, promotion and demonstration of historic 
Yates Mill. This award is named in honor and memory of Henry Marshall. Henry was a dedicated 
and tireless volunteer whose individual efforts for many years, while serving as the N.C. State 
University Farm Superintendent, saved the decaying mill from an early demise. In his retirement, 
Henry continued his commitment to the restoration of Yates Mill by spending countless volunteer 
hours working at the mill. It is in his honor that the following individuals have been recognized as 
recipients of the Henry Marshall Award. 
 

1995 Henry Marshall 
 
1996 George Lewis 
 
1997 William Robbins 
 
1998 Not awarded 
 
1999 Ann Caldwell 
 
2000 Steve Bambara 
 
2001 Fairley Bell Cook 
 
2002 Elizabeth White Perry 
 
2003 Linda Rudd 
 
2004 Carolyn Solomon 
 
2005 Mabel Dorsey

2006 J.D. “Dick” Thompson 
 
2007 J.D. Davis 
 
2008 Jeanne Robbins 
 
2009 John Vandenbergh 
 
2010 Gary Coates 
 
2011 Howard Harrell 
 
2012 George Lennon 
 
2013 Jenny Haase 
 
2014 Arlene Lord

 

 
 

Directors, Class of 2015 
 
For their service and leadership, we thank these members of the Yates Mill Associates Board of 
Directors whose terms expire at this meeting. 
 

Jill Adams 
Gary Hunter 
Merritt Jones 

Margaret Lillard 
Marsha Ragsdale 

 


