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2016 Yates Mill Associates Highlights 
 
 
 
Keeping Yates Mill in good repair. Compared to 2014 and the forebay reconstruction, 2015 was 
quiet on the repair front. Head miller William Robbins nevertheless was on the job when needed, 
stabilizing the hub of the waterwheel, fixing a few leaks in the roof, replacing vandalized gates and 
door locks, and – with stone mason Brooks Burleson – repairing some of the posts and footings 
beneath the mill. We’re saving donations, tour proceeds and other funds now with an eye toward full 
replacement of the waterwheel in the coming couple of years. 
 
Ever-vigilant for Yates Mill’s safety. William Robbins and the board’s repair committee are 
working with Gray Security to install cameras beneath the mill, in response to an arson attempt 
earlier this year. The system, when finished, will provide round-the-clock monitoring, an alarm and 
lights to keep an eye out for intruders. 
 
Some a-bridged advice for the DOT. Margaret Lillard, Yates Mill Associates’ president, was 
among stakeholders who submitted letters in response to the N.C. Department of Transportation’s 
plan to replace the Lake Wheeler Road bridge next to the mill. Margaret relayed the board’s feelings 
as well as her own thoughts as a resident of the neighborhood, suggesting that the DOT take the 
opportunity to realign Lake Wheeler Road and the bridge further to the east of Yates Mill. The 
bridge is due to be replaced some time between 2021 and 2025. 
 
No crying fowl for our fifth annual Chickin Pickin’. Barbecue enthusiasts turned out again for 
music and delicious dinners at our annual Chickin Pickin'. Pitmaster Jim Kellenberger delivered the 
goods: delicious slow-smoked pork and chicken with all the fixin’s. Our stalwart event organizer, 
Arlene Lord, made sure our ticket sales were well organized even though she couldn’t attend, while 
William Robbins arranged the musical entertainment, Mary Lu and Robbie Wooten provided the 
desserts, and a team of volunteers baked Yates Mill cornbread. We extend our thanks to all of them 
plus the reliable staff of Historic Yates Mill County Park for their help. 
  
Cornmeal makes a delicious … drink? Raleigh is developing a reputation as a hub of North 
Carolina’s craft brewing industry – and Yates Mill has developed a reputation among local brewers 
for its delicious cornmeal. Trophy Brewing continues to feature Yard of the Month, their cornmeal-
based cream ale, at their new production brewery on Maywood Avenue a few miles north of the 
mill. Big Boss Brewing Co. has picked up a few more loads of cornmeal to brew another run of 
Saints and Sinners, a Flanders-inspired sour ale. Raleigh Brewing Co. has a cornmeal-based beer 
aging now, while its Miller’s Toll imperial stout (which doesn’t include cornmeal but is named in 
Yates Mill’s honor) won a bronze medal at the 2015 Great American Beer Festival. 
 
Saint Nicholas stopped through again. The jolly old elf visited Yates Mill for the second year in a 
row to pose for holiday pictures. Stan and Alice Gilliland of Photo Miracles and park program 
manager Rebeccah Cope helped organize the event, which benefits Yates Mill Associates’ repair 
fund. Guests ordered photos on-site after posing, while YMA volunteers and park staff kept things 
festive with craft activities and sales. 
 



AGENDA 

 
YATES MILL ASSOCIATES ANNUAL 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Historic Yates Mill County Park 

May 4, 2016 
 

 
 

 
Welcome 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Head Miller’s Report 
 
President’s Report 
 
Guest Speaker: 
   The World Comes to Wake: The 
Early and Middle Years of the 20th 
Century 
 
Nominations Committee Report 
 
Election of New Directors and 
Recognition of Outgoing Directors 
 
Presentation of Henry Marshall Award 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
New Business (including raffle) 
 

 
 
Margaret Lillard, President 
 
Larry Hancock, Secretary 
 
Sheila Hunter Wooten, Treasurer 
 
William Robbins 
 
Margaret Lillard 
 
Dr. Alvin “Mark” Fountain 
   YMA Board of Directors 
   Honorary Consul, Republic of 
Poland 
 
Robbie Wooten 
 
Robbie Wooten and Margaret Lillard 
 
 
Robbie Wooten and Mae Marshall 
 
Margaret Lillard 
 
Margaret Lillard 
 

Adjourn* 
 

*The YMA Board of Directors will meet briefly in the HYMCP Resource Room to elect officers. 
  



Henry Marshall Award 
 
Since 1995, Yates Mill Associates has presented the Henry Marshall Award to an individual who has 
provided outstanding contributions to the restoration, promotion and demonstration of historic Yates 
Mill. This award is named in honor and memory of Henry Marshall. Henry was a dedicated and tireless 
volunteer whose individual efforts for many years, while serving as the N.C. State University Farm 
Superintendent, saved the decaying mill from an early demise. In his retirement, Henry continued his 
commitment to the restoration of Yates Mill by spending countless volunteer hours working at the 
mill. It is in his honor that the following individuals have been recognized as recipients of the Henry 
Marshall Award. 
 

1995 Henry Marshall 
 
1996 George Lewis 
 
1997 William Robbins 
 
1998 Not awarded 
 
1999 Ann Caldwell 
 
2000 Steve Bambara 
 
2001 Fairley Bell Cook 
 
2002 Elizabeth White Perry 
 
2003 Linda Rudd 
 
2004 Carolyn Solomon 
 
2005 Mabel Dorsey

2006 J.D. “Dick” Thompson 
 
2007 J.D. Davis 
 
2008 Jeanne Robbins 
 
2009 John Vandenbergh 
 
2010 Gary Coates 
 
2011 Howard Harrell 
 
2012 George Lennon 
 
2013 Jenny Haase 
 
2014 Arlene Lord 
 
2015 Robbie and Sheila Hunter Wooten 
 

 
 

Directors, Class of 2016 
 
For their service and leadership, we thank these members of the Yates Mill Associates Board of 
Directors whose terms expire at this meeting. 
 

Mark Fountain 
Nick Fountain 

Sheila Hunter Wooten 
Carolyn Solomon 
Robbie Wooten 

 


