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2019 Yates Mill Associates Highlights 
 
Spreading the good news about Wake County's historic treasure. We're sometimes surprised 
when lifelong residents of Wake County tell us they've never heard of Yates Mill, or didn't know the 
260-year-old site is now a county park. Our outreach volunteers aim to change that. Rick Herr, 
Steve Lord and Bob Harkness have been working hard to prepare and share talks about the mill, 
the park and YMA that can be given at off-site locations such as retirement communities, schools 
and civic group meetings. YMA has supplied the team with a laptop and projector – purchased on 
sale! – for their slideshows. Rick and Steve report that their talks have gone well, with highly 
engaged audiences interested in visiting and volunteering at the park. If you'd like to know more 
about scheduling a presentation, drop us a note at info@yatesmill.org. 
 
Running around with Sir Walter. Elite runners got an introduction to Yates 
Mill last summer when the Sir Walter Miler featured the mill as part of its logo. 
The Sir Walter Miler is an outdoor one-mile race held each August since 2014 at 
Meredith College, with events for women and men, as well as several sub-races. In 
the 2018 event, 13 male competitors finished the mile in less than four minutes, 
an American record. The Sir Walter Miler organizers also ran a "club challenge" in 
the lead-up to the race, inviting participants to run the trails at Historic Yates Mill 
County Park on their own and track their times online to win prizes. 
 
Harvest Festival is unlucky on its 13th anniversary. Hurricane Florence caused havoc across 
eastern North Carolina. But fortunately, her impact was little felt at Historic Yates Mill County Park. 
The storm forced park staff to cancel the 13th annual Fall Harvest Festival, including YMA's annual 
craft sale. But the mill itself was spared as the hurricane did minimal damage to the building and 
dam. Our head miller, William Robbins, prepared the machinery by greasing the gears and bearings 
so the waterwheel could turn easily under the force of high water, while park staff put sandbags 
around the log shed, moved boats to high ground and secured other objects around the grounds. 
 
Happy holidays at Yates Mill. With the cancellation of our fall craft sale due to Hurricane 
Florence, we were a little worried that YMA's income might take quite a hit. Fortunately, our 
talented crafters – organized by top volunteer Arlene Lord – got their fingers, cameras, sewing 
machines and jewelry-making tools to work for an excellent holiday sale in late November. We also 
sold quite a bit of cornmeal, T-shirts, hats and posters, as merchandise manager Jeanne Robbins 
can attest. And a few weeks later, a parade of families in their Christmas finery came to meet Santa 
at the mill and have their pictures taken by Stan Gilliland of Photo Miracles. Thanks to park 
program manager Rebeccah Cope, Santa stand-in Randy Senzig, and all who organized and 
helped out with these events! 
 
Save this date: March 1. YMA's members have been great about renewing their membership and 
making annual gifts to support our work to maintain and operate historic Yates Mill. Some of you 
are very scrupulous about checking with us to make sure your membership is up to date. We want to 
make that easier on all of you, so now you have one date to remember: March 1. Starting now, your 
gift or renewal will be answered with an acknowledgement card that includes the date and year your 
membership will expire. 
 

Thanks to YMA’s officers, board, volunteers and members, and to the terrific 
staff and volunteers of Historic Yates Mill County Park for another great year! 



 

AGENDA 

YATES MILL ASSOCIATES 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Historic Yates Mill County Park 
May 1, 2019 

 
Welcome 
 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Head Miller’s Report 
 

President’s Report 

Margaret Lillard, President 
 

Jill Adams, Secretary 
 

Corinne Dunn, Treasurer 
 

William Robbins 
 

Margaret Lillard 
 

Guest Speakers: 
 

The Honorable Sig Hutchinson 
Wake County Board of Commissioners 

 

and 
 

The Honorable Robert Rader 
Chief District Court Judge, 10th Judicial District of North Carolina 

Founding President, Yates Mill Associates 
 
Nominations Committee Report 
  Steve Claggett, Roy Corpening, Mark Fountain, 
Nick Fountain, Steve McLaurin, Ed Barrows 

and 
Election of New Directors and 
Recognition of Outgoing Directors 
    Rick Herr, Sheila Hunter Wooten, Hugh Liner 
 
Business Partner of the Year Award 
 
Henry Marshall Award 
 
New Business and Raffle 

 
Bob Harkness, Vice President 

Larry Hancock, Board of Directors 
Gary Coates, YMA Membership 

Representative 
 
 
 

Margaret Lillard and William Robbins 
 

Margaret Lillard and Mae Marshall 
 

Margaret Lillard and Marsha Ragsdale
 

Adjourn. 
The YMA Board of Directors will meet briefly in the HYMCP Resource Room to elect officers. 



Henry Marshall Award 

Since 1995, Yates Mill Associates has presented the Henry Marshall Award to an 
individual who has provided outstanding contributions to the restoration, promotion 
and demonstration of historic Yates Mill. This award is named in honor and memory 
of Henry Marshall. Henry was a dedicated and tireless volunteer whose individual 
efforts for many years, while serving as the N.C. State University Farm 
Superintendent, saved the decaying mill from an early demise. In his retirement, 
Henry continued his commitment to the restoration of Yates Mill by spending 
countless volunteer hours working at the mill. It is in his honor that the following 
individuals have been recognized as recipients of the Henry Marshall Award. 

1995 Henry Marshall 
 

1996 George Lewis 

1997 William Robbins 

1998 Not awarded 

1999 Ann Caldwell 

2000 Steve Bambara 

2001 Fairley Bell Cook 

2002 Elizabeth White Perry 

2003 Linda Rudd 

2004 Carolyn Solomon 

2005 Mabel Dorsey 

2006 J.D. “Dick” Thompson 

2007 J.D. Davis 

2008 Jeanne Robbins 

2009 John Vandenbergh 

2010 Gary Coates 

2011 Howard Harrell 

2012 George Lennon 

2013 Jenny Haase 

2014 Arlene Lord 

2015 Robbie and Sheila Hunter 

Wooten 

2016 Margaret Lillard 

2017 Bob Harkness 

2018 Jill Adams

 
Directors, Class of 2019 

 
For their service and leadership, we thank these members of the Yates Mill Associates Board of 
Directors whose terms expire at this meeting. 
 

Mark Fountain 
Nick Fountain 

Rick Herr 
Sheila Hunter Wooten 

Hugh Liner 


